Philippians 1:1 Sermon Summary 
Decision to Teach Philippians
· After prayer, chosen over remaining Luke parables (to be covered later by Pastor Steve).
· Paul's letters vary in tone; Philippians stands out for its close relationship, lack of condemnations, and pervasive joy (word "joy" or "rejoice" appears multiple times per chapter).
Contrast with Other Pauline Letters
· Corinthians: Sharp corrections (e.g., Lord's Supper abuse, incest case, need for church discipline).
· Galatians: Strong rebuke ("O foolish Galatians," accusing them of deserting the gospel).
· Philippians: Pure affection ("I love you guys," joy fulfilled in them); only minor correction in chapter 4.
Central Question
· What did the Philippians do right that other churches struggled with? The letter explores mature Christian living.
Background: Founding of the Philippian Church (Acts 16)
· Paul's second missionary journey with Silas, Timothy, and Luke.
· Holy Spirit redirects them to Macedonia (Europe's first church plant).
· Philippi: Leading city, Roman colony after Battle of Philippi (42 BC), settled with retired soldiers.
· Roman privileges: Citizens proud of status, wore Roman clothes, spoke Latin, exempt from some taxes → Paul later uses citizenship of heaven metaphor (Phil 3:20).
No Synagogue in Philippi
· Gentile-dominated; fewer than 10 Jewish men → no synagogue.
· Paul finds women praying by the river on Sabbath.
Key Conversions
· Lydia (wealthy seller of purple, God-fearer): First convert; church meets in her home.
· Demon-possessed slave girl: Paul casts out spirit → owners angry, incite mob.
· Paul and Silas beaten and imprisoned → Midnight earthquake → Jailer asks, "What must I do to be saved?" → "Believe in the Lord Jesus" → He and household baptized.
· Church begins with diverse group (Lydia's household, possibly former slave girl, jailer’s family).
Later Relationship
· Paul visits twice on third journey.
· Philippians uniquely generous: Multiple financial gifts to Paul and Jerusalem relief.
· While Paul imprisoned in Rome (~4–5 years later), they send Epaphroditus with gift → Paul writes Philippians in response.
Nature of the Letter
· Primarily practical, but theology woven throughout (unlike Ephesians' clear divide).
· Written to mature, unified church → Models integrated Christian life (no compartmentalizing faith).
Exegesis of Philippians 1:1
· "Paul and Timothy, slaves (douloi) of Christ Jesus": Includes Timothy (known to church); "slaves" = voluntary lifelong bondservants out of love (OT imagery, Exod 21).
· Addressed "to all the saints in Christ Jesus at Philippi, with the overseers and deacons":
· Saints = all believers (not elite).
· Overseers (episkopoi/elders/pastors): Spiritual shepherds.
· Deacons (diakonoi): Servant-leaders for physical needs.
· Evidence of healthy, growing church with structure.
· No assertion of apostleship (unlike other letters) → Shows deep trust and intimacy.
· "In Christ Jesus": Core definition of a Christian — fully aligned, dwelling with Christ, submitting to Him as Lord (no middle ground).
Key Theological Points
· All humans are slaves to either sin or righteousness/Christ (Rom 6).
· No serving two masters (Matt 6:24); either fully in Christ or out.
· True confession = full agreement with biblical Christ (rejects false gospels).
Application and Close
· Philippians models joyful, mature faith with theology integrated into all of life.
· Challenge: Be like Philippians — always living for Christ, joyfully devoted as His slaves.
