Luke 3:1-6 Sermon Summary Notes
Pastor Steve delivered an expository message focused primarily on Luke 3:3 (“proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins”), framing verses 1–2 as historical grounding and verses 4–6 as prophetic fulfillment. The core theme: John the Baptist’s ministry announces the arrival of the Messiah in a corrupt world, calling people to genuine repentance as the path to forgiveness and salvation.
1. Historical Context (vv. 1–2): “This Really Happened”
· Luke lists seven specific political and religious leaders (Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate, Herod, Philip, Lysanias, Annas, Caiaphas) to prove these are real historical events, not myth.
· Timeline: Roughly AD 28–29 (15th year of Tiberius), about 18 years after Luke 2 (Jesus at age 12), so Jesus is now ~30.
· Unusual detail: Two high priests (Annas – Jewish-appointed; Caiaphas – Roman-appointed) highlights political corruption.
· The world John enters is morally and spiritually broken—leaders often self-serving—yet God’s word comes powerfully to John in the wilderness.
2. John’s Ministry (v. 3): The Heart of the Message
· John preaches around the Jordan River a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.
· This baptism is not Christian baptism (which identifies with Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection); it is a public identification of personal sin and the need to turn to God, looking forward to the coming Messiah.
· Key components:
· Baptism = public act of being “overwhelmed,” confessing sin and need for God.
· Repentance = the central idea.
· Forgiveness of sins = what only God can grant, ultimately accomplished by the coming Messiah.
3. Deep Dive on Repentance
· Old Testament: Hebrew shuv = “turn/return” (e.g., 1 Kings 8:35; Isaiah 59:20) → turning from sin/unrighteousness to God.
· New Testament: Greek metanoia = “change of mind” → fundamental shift in attitude toward sin (from tolerating or enjoying it to hating and rejecting it).
· Characteristics of genuine repentance:
· Recognizes personal sin as wicked and offensive to a holy God (quote from John MacArthur).
· Involves sorrow over offending God, not just consequences.
· Produces a changed direction, desires, and life (fruit/evidence follows, Eph 2:10).
· Is God-initiated: We don’t clean ourselves up first; repentance is the response to God’s grace (Eph 2:8–9).
· Necessary for salvation (initial turning to Christ) and ongoing sanctification (continual turning from sin as believers).
4. Prophetic Fulfillment (vv. 4–6, quoting Isaiah 40:3–5)
· John is the prophesied “voice crying in the wilderness” preparing the way for the Lord.
· The imagery (valleys filled, mountains lowered, crooked straight, rough smooth) points to God removing obstacles so “all flesh shall see the salvation of God.”
· Salvation is coming through the Messiah—not just for Jews, but all humanity.
5. Application and Invitation
· In a corrupt world, God still breaks in with a message of repentance.
· Personal testimony: Pastor’s life radically changed after surrendering to Christ in 1984—direction, desires, and plans shifted.
· Two calls:
1. To unbelievers: Recognize personal sin, turn to Christ for salvation (free gift, by grace through faith).
2. To believers: Ongoing repentance—don’t tolerate sin; confess and reject it (self-righteousness and pride are dangerous sins too).
· Closing challenge: Deal with sin today.

