Luke 4:38–44 — Sermon Summary
Context
· Jesus is early in His public ministry 
· Same day: teaching in the synagogue and casting out a demon 
· Moves from the synagogue to Simon Peter’s house 
· This passage gives a snapshot of one full day in Jesus’ ministry 

1. Ministry to the Individual
· Jesus heals Simon Peter’s mother-in-law (high fever) 
· Demonstrates: 
· Jesus cares personally about individuals 
· No concern is too small or insignificant 
· Application: 
· Ministry isn’t just large events—it includes serving individuals 
· We are called to notice and meet personal needs 
· No act of service is beneath us 

2. Ministry to the Many
· After sunset (end of Sabbath), crowds gather 
· Jesus: 
· Heals various diseases 
· Casts out demons 
· Key truths: 
· Jesus has authority over all sickness and demons 
· Demons recognize Jesus as the Son of God 
· Jesus silences them—His timing and mission matter 
· Application: 
· Ministry includes both individuals and groups 
· We are called to serve wherever needs arise 
· Jesus’ mission was not just physical healing, but spiritual salvation 

3. Priority of Time with God
· Early the next morning: 
· Jesus goes to a secluded place 
· Spends time with the Father in prayer 
· Despite: 
· A long, exhausting day 
· Ongoing demands from people 
· Key truths: 
· Time with God is essential, not optional 
· Preparation for ministry begins with communion with God 
· Application: 
· We must prepare spiritually for each day 
· Prayer should include both speaking to God and hearing from Him through His Word 
· Without this, we risk burnout and misdirection 

4. Guided by God’s Mission
· Crowds want Jesus to stay 
· Jesus says no and moves on 
· Reason: 
· He must preach the Kingdom of God elsewhere 
· Key truths: 
· Ministry is God-directed, not people-driven 
· Even good opportunities may need to be declined 
· Application: 
· We must seek God’s direction daily 
· Be willing to say no when necessary 

Main Takeaways
· Jesus modeled: 
· Care for individuals 
· Service to crowds 
· Priority of time with God 
· True ministry: 
· Flows from a relationship with God 
· Is not just activity, but God-directed service 

Bottom Line
· A life of ministry starts with God and flows outward to others.

