Luke 1:57-66 Sermon Summary 
Context and Biblical Fulfillment
· The sermon begins by linking the events to promises made by the angel Gabriel to Zachariah in Luke 1:13-20: Elizabeth would bear a son named John, and Zachariah would be mute until the fulfillment due to his unbelief.
· Verses 57-66 show the complete fulfillment: Elizabeth gives birth (v. 57), the child is named John (vv. 60, 63), and Zachariah's speech is immediately restored (v. 64), leading him to praise God.
· This is framed as the start of God's larger plan to address sin, beginning with Genesis 3:15 (the promise of a Messiah) and including prophecies of a forerunner (Isaiah 40:3-5; Malachi 3:1). John's birth signals hope, offering escape from the "second death" (eternal separation from God) through the coming Messiah.
1. God is Faithful
· Definition: God is loyal, trustworthy, constant, and reliable—in perfection, without limitations.
· Key Points: 
· God fulfills His word exactly, as seen in Zachariah's restored speech after nine months of silence.
· Scriptural examples: 
· God's covenant name "I AM" to Moses (Exodus 3), emphasizing eternality.
· Malachi 3:6: "I, the Lord, do not change."
· Job 23:13: God is unchangeable and does what He desires.
· James 1:17: No variation or shifting shadow in God.
· Hebrews 13:8: Jesus is the same yesterday, today, and forever.
· Isaiah 55:10-11: God's word accomplishes its purpose, like rain watering the earth.
· Matthew 24:35: Heaven and earth pass away, but God's words endure.
· Application: As adopted children, believers can trust God never to forsake them (unlike human failures, e.g., harmful parents in news stories). This builds confidence to walk by faith.
· Quote from A.W. Pink (from The Attributes of God, retitled The Nature of God): God adheres to every promise, covenant, or threat (Numbers 23:19), never forgetting or faltering.
· Contrast with Human Views: The Old Testament isn't just "harsh judgment"; it's full of faithfulness and grace, with judgment often following prolonged opportunities for repentance.
2. God is Gracious
· Definition: Grace is God's loving kindness to the undeserving—unearned and impossible to merit.
· Key Points: 
· Seen in restoring Zachariah's speech despite his unbelief; after nine months of reflection, Zachariah praises God (v. 64).
· Elizabeth's pregnancy and John's birth are acts of mercy (v. 58), not earned by exceptional deeds.
· Scriptural examples: 
· Genesis 21: God fulfills His promise to Sarah despite her age and barrenness.
· Exodus 34:6-7: God is compassionate, gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love, and forgiving.
· Psalm 103:8: Similar declaration of compassion and grace.
· Joel 2:13: Return to God, for He is gracious and relents from calamity.
· New Testament: Romans 1:18 shows wrath against ungodliness, but grace abounds.
· 1 Peter 5:10: God of all grace restores after suffering, making believers strong.
· 1 Corinthians 15:10: Paul's hard work empowered by God's grace.
· Ephesians 2:4-10: God, rich in mercy, makes us alive in Christ by grace (not works); we are His workmanship for preordained good works.
· Application: Grace addresses sin's nature in humanity (wanting to "be God"). Believers are called from death to service, expressed differently in each life. Suffering isn't always punishment but can yield righteousness (echoing Hebrews 12:11).
· Cultural Side Note: The pastor notes the ancient custom where neighbors tried to name the child (v. 59), contrasting with modern individualism.
3. God is Powerful
· Definition: God's power is absolute, controlled, and purposeful—beyond human duplication.
· Key Points: 
· Demonstrated in the miraculous birth to an elderly, barren couple and Zachariah's instant restoration (v. 64), causing fear and awe in the community (vv. 65-66).
· Scriptural examples: 
· Luke 8:22-25: Jesus calms the storm with a word, echoing God's creative speech in Genesis 1.
· Acts 27:22-28:1: Paul assures survival in a storm; all reach shore safely, showing God's control over chaos.
· Hebrews 12:11: Discipline (like Zachariah's silence) yields peaceful fruit of righteousness.
· Revelation 20:7-10: After 1,000 years, Satan is released, deceives nations, and is devoured by fire—ultimate judgment power.
· Application: God's power brings fear (awe) but also hope. Unlike uncontrolled human power (e.g., tractor pulls), it's precise and redemptive.
Closing Themes and Call to Action
· The events point to hope: escape from sin's consequences through the Messiah, foreshadowed by John's role as forerunner.
· Encourages confidence in God's unchanging nature amid trials.
· Ties to communion: Not a mere ritual, but a directive to remember salvation's source—God's faithfulness in Jesus' body and blood.
· Final exhortation: Know God intimately through Scripture, prayer, and fellowship to walk faithfully with Him.


Here is a list of all Bible verses referenced in the sermon:
1. Luke 1:13 - The angel Gabriel’s promise to Zachariah that Elizabeth will bear a son named John.
2. Luke 1:20 - Zachariah’s unbelief results in his inability to speak until the promise is fulfilled.
3. Luke 1:57-66 - The passage central to the sermon, describing the birth and naming of John the Baptist and Zachariah’s restored speech.
4. Genesis 3:15 - God’s promise of a Messiah to deal with sin.
5. Isaiah 40:3-5 - Prophecy of a forerunner who will prepare the way for the Lord.
6. Malachi 3:1 - Another prophecy about the forerunner preparing the way.
7. Exodus 3 - God reveals His covenant name “I AM” to Moses, emphasizing His eternality.
8. Malachi 3:6 - God declares, “I, the Lord, do not change.”
9. Job 23:13 - Describes God as unchangeable, doing whatever He desires.
10. James 1:17 - God is the Father of lights, with no variation or shifting shadow.
11. Hebrews 13:8 - Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.
12. Isaiah 55:10-11 - God’s word goes forth and accomplishes its purpose, like rain watering the earth.
13. Matthew 24:35 - Heaven and earth will pass away, but God’s words will never pass away.
14. Genesis 21 - God’s gracious fulfillment of His promise to Sarah with the birth of Isaac.
15. Exodus 34:6-7 - God describes Himself as compassionate, gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love, and forgiving.
16. Psalm 103:8 - The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love.
17. Joel 2:13 - Calls to return to God, who is gracious, compassionate, and relents from calamity.
18. Romans 1:18 - The wrath of God is revealed against ungodliness and unrighteousness.
19. 1 Peter 5:10 - The God of all grace restores and strengthens after suffering.
20. 1 Corinthians 15:10 - Paul attributes his work to God’s grace working in him.
21. Ephesians 2:4-10 - God’s mercy and grace save us, not by works, and prepare us for good works.
22. Hebrews 12:11 - Discipline yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness.
23. Luke 8:22-25 - Jesus calms the storm, demonstrating His power.
24. Acts 27:22 - 28:1 - Paul’s assurance of safety in a storm, fulfilled as all reach shore.
25. Revelation 20:7-10 - Satan’s release after 1,000 years, followed by God’s judgment with fire.
26. Numbers 23:19 - Quoted via A.W. Pink, emphasizing God does not lie or change His mind.
These verses were used to support the sermon’s themes of God’s faithfulness, graciousness, and power, drawing from both Old and New Testaments. 

